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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-87
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Economic Development Commission
Date of Introduction: February 8, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: R, RCD, F
Date of Analysis: February 10, 2011
Type of Action: Authorization of economic redevelopment agreement; authorization and appropriation of historic preservation grant agreement; designation of oversight agency; waiver of economic development policy
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes an economic redevelopment agreement among the City, JEDC and the Jacksonville Historical Society, Inc. for purchase and preservation of two historic buildings at 318 Palmetto Street adjacent to Jacksonville Veteran’s Memorial Arena.  The bill authorizes and appropriates a grant of up to $250,000 from the City’s Historic Preservation Trust Fund to the Historical Society to assist in funding the purchase of the buildings and designates the JEDC as the oversight agency for the grant.  The bill waives several provisions of the City’s Public Investment Policy for the project, including the requirement that a project have prior approval from the Historic Preservation Division of the Florida Planning and Community Development Department, that the project score at least 10 points on the  downtown objective of the JEDC project evaluation matrix, that the amount of City assistance be no more than 20% of the proposed private capital investment, that grants comprise no more than 50% of the City’s project assistance, that grant funds can only be used for exterior rehabilitation and restoration, and that the amount of the grant assistance be determined by the project’s score on the project evaluation matrix.

Background Information: The Jacksonville Historical Society has requested grant assistance to help with the purchase and rehabilitation of the old St. Luke’s Hospital Building (1878) and the Florida Casket Company (1882) building at the corner of Palmetto Street and Duval Street in East Jacksonville to expand the historic center that is already developing in the area with the Historical Society headquarters in the Old St. Andrews church and the adjacent Merrill House museum. The new space would provide facilities for the society’s archives, a genealogy research center, and space for exhibits on the history of Jacksonville and Northeast Florida. The purchase price for the land and two buildings is $575,000, with renovation costs for the two buildings estimated to be an additional $1,250,000.  The society will raise private funds for the balance of the project costs.
Policy Impact Area: Historic preservation
Fiscal Impact: Appropriates $250,000 from the Historic Preservation Trust Fund for purchase and restoration of the buildings.
Analyst: Clements
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